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An act to anmend Sections 407.5 and 467 of, to add Section 313 to,
and to add Article 6 (commencing wth Section 21280) to Chapter 1 of
Division 11 of, the Vehicle Code, relating to vehicles.

LEGQ SLATI VE COUNSEL' S DI GEST

SB 1918, as introduced, Torlakson. Vehicles: electric personal
assistive nobility devices.

(1) Existing | aw regul ates the use and operation of vehicles,
I ncl udi ng 2-wheel ed, electric propelled devices such as scooters.
Under existing |aw, anong other requirenents, a notorized scooter is
required to be equi pped with a specified type of braking system and,
| f operated on a highway in darkness, with specified |anps for
visibility.

This bill would establish regulations regarding the use of
el ectric personal assistive nobility devices. The term"electric
personal assistive nobility device" or "EPAMD' woul d be defined as a
sel f - bal anci ng, nontandem 2-wheel ed device, that can turn in place,
designed to transport only one person at a nmaxi num speed of |ess than
20 mles per hour, as specified. This bill would al so specify that
"“pedestrian" includes a user of an electric personal assistive
nobility device. An electric personal assistive nobility device
woul d be required, anong other things, to be equipped with front,
rear, and side reflectors, a systemthat enables the driver to bring
the device to a controlled stop, and lanps for nighttine visibility.

This bill would al so provide that | ocal authorities nmay adopt
ordi nances with respect to the tinme, place, and manner of operation
of electric personal assistive nobility devices. The bill also nakes

findi ngs regardi ng the advantages of electric personal assistive
nobi lity devices in pronoting productivity, mnimzing environnental
| npacts, and facilitating better use of public ways. Because a
viol ation of these provisions wuld be a crine, the bill would inpose
a state-mandated program
(2) The California Constitution requires the state to reinburse

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/bill/sen/sb_1901-1950/sb_1918_bill_20020222_introduced.html (1 of 4) [4/18/02 1:11:21 PM]



SB 1918 Senate Bill - INTRODUCED

| ocal agencies and school districts for certain costs nmandated by the
state. Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
rei mbur senent .

This bill would provide that no reinbursenent is required by this
act for a specified reason.

Vote: mmjority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal commttee: yes.
St at e- mandat ed | ocal program vyes.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A DO ENACT AS FOLLOAS:

SECTION 1. Section 313 is added to the Vehicle Code, to read:

313. The term"electric personal assistive nobility device" or
"EPAMD'" neans a sel f-bal anci ng, nontandem t wo- wheel ed devi ce, that
can turn in place, designed to transport only one person, wth an
el ectric propul sion system averaging | ess than 750 watts (1
hor sepower), the maxi nrum speed of which, when powered solely by a
propul sion systemon a paved |l evel surface, is less than 20 mles per
hour .

SEC. 2. Section 467 of the Vehicle Code is anended to read:

467. (a) A "pedestrian"” is any person who is afoot or who is
using a any of the foll ow ng:

(1) A neans of conveyance propelled by human power ot her
t han a bicycle.

(2) An electric personal assistive nobility device as defined in
Section 313.

(b) "Pedestrian" includes any person who is operating a
sel f-propell ed wheelchair, invalid tricycle, or notorized quadricycle
and, by reason of physical disability, is otherw se unable to nove
about as a pedestrian, as specified in subdivision (a).

SEC. 3. Section 407.5 of the Vehicle Code is anended to read:

407.5. (a) A "notorized scooter” is any two-wheel ed devi ce that
has handl ebars, is designed to be stood or sat upon by the operator,
and is powered by an electric notor that is capable of propelling the
device with or w thout human propul sion. For purposes of this
section, an electric personal assistive nobility device, as
defined in Section 313, a notorcycle, as defined in Section
400, a notor-driven cycle, as defined in Section 405, a notorized
bi cycl e or noped, as defined in Section 406, or a toy, as defined in
Section 108550 of the Health and Safety Code, is not a notorized
scoot er.

(b) A device neeting the definition in subdivision (a) that is
powered by a source other than electrical power is also a notorized
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scoot er.

(c) (1) Every manufacturer of notorized scooters shall provide a
di scl osure to buyers that advises buyers that their existing
| nsurance policies may not provide coverage for these scooters and
that they should contact their insurance conmpany or insurance agent
to determne if coverage is provided.

(2) The disclosure required under paragraph (1) shall neet both of
the foll ow ng requirenents:

(A) The disclosure shall be printed in not |ess than 14-point
bol df ace type on a single sheet of paper that contains no infornmation
ot her than the disclosure.

(B) The disclosure shall include the follow ng | anguage in capital
| etters:

" YOUR | NSURANCE POLI CI ES MAY NOT PROVI DE COVERAGE FOR ACCI DENTS
| N\VOLVI NG THE USE OF THI S SCOOTER. TO DETERM NE | F COVERAGE | S
PROVI DED, YOU SHOULD CONTACT YOUR | NSURANCE COWVPANY OR AGENT. "

SEC. 4. Article 6 (commencing with Section 21280) is added to
Chapter 1 of Division 11 of the Vehicle Code, to read:

Article 6. Electric Personal Assistive Mbility Devices

21280. (a) The Legislature finds and declares the foll ow ng:

(1) This state has severe traffic congestion and air pollution
probl ens, particularly inits cities, and finding ways to reduce
t hese problens is of paranount inportance.

(2) Electric personal assistive nobility devices that neet the
definition contained in Section 313 operate solely on electricity and
enpl oy advances in technology to safely integrate the user in
pedestrian transportation.

(3) Electric personal assistive nobility devices woul d enabl e
California businesses, public officials, and individuals to travel
farther and carry nore without the use of traditional vehicles,

t hereby pronoting gains in productivity, mnimzing environnental
| npacts, and facilitating better use of public ways.

(b) The Legislature is adding this article as part of its program
to pronote the use of no-em ssion transportation.

21280.5. For purposes of this article, an electric personal
assistive nobility device is defined in Section 313.

21281. Every electric personal assistive nobility device, or
EPAMD, shall be equipped with the follow ng safety nechani sns:

(a) Front, rear, and side reflectors.

(b) A systemthat enables the operator to bring the device to a
control |l ed stop.
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(c) If the EPAMD i s operated between one-half hour after sunset
and one-half hour before sunrise, a lanp emtting a white light that,
while the EPAMD is in notion, illumnates the area in front of the
operator and is visible froma distance of 300 feet in front of the
EPAND.

21282. For the purpose of assuring the safety of pedestrians and
ot hers using sidewal ks and bi ke paths, a city, county, or city and
county may, by ordinance, regulate the tine, place, and manner of the
operation of electrical personal assistive nobility devices.

SEC. 5. No reinbursenent is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California Constitution because the
only costs that may be incurred by a | ocal agency or school district
wi Il be incurred because this act creates a new crine or infraction,
elimnates a crine or infraction, or changes the penalty for a crine
or infraction, wthin the neaning of Section 17556 of the Governnent
Code, or changes the definition of a crinme within the neaning of
Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California Constitution.
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